Effect of previous anesthesia experience on patients' knowledge and desire for information about anesthesia and the anesthesiologist: a 500 patients' survey from Greece.
This study aimed at assessing the effect of previous anesthesia experience on patients' knowledge of anesthesia and the role of anesthesiologists, on what they would want to know about anesthesia and the way they would like to be informed. Questionnaires with fixed questions were distributed to consenting, consecutive surgical patients before the pre-anesthetic visit. Patients were divided into two groups: patients with previous anesthesia experience (Group A) and patients without previous anesthesia experience (Group B). The questionnaires included patients' demographics, questions related to their knowledge about the anesthesiologists' role and about their desire for information. 500 questionnaires were analyzed. The majority of patients (94.2%) know that the anesthesiologist is a specialized doctor and 89.2% believe that the anesthesiologist watches over the patient throughout surgery. These results were similar in both groups. The majority of patients (98.2%) also want to meet the anesthesiologist before surgery and 78% want even more information. Only 65.6% want to be aware of all possible complications, in both groups, while 17.6% do not want to know anything about complications. In general, answers to specific questions regarding what the patients want to know about anesthesia did not differ between groups. The vast majority of patients wish to talk with the anesthesiologist before surgery. Previous anesthesia experience did not seem to influence patients' desire for meeting the anesthesiologist and seeking information. A strong desire to personally meet the anesthesiologist is expressed and patients' desire for even more information is noted.